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tested between the Kings of Persia, China, Prester John, the
Precop of Tartary and the Grand Duke of Muscovy.' There
follow the Kings of Great Britain, Poland, Denmark, Sweden,
Japan, Morocco, the Great Mogul and other monarchs from
India and Africa, 'all brave princes who maintain themselves
and do not depend on anyone/

After referring to the decrees of the Amphictyonic Council,
and to the functions of the Druids as respected arbitrators
among the independent princes of Gaul, Cruce proceeds:
'Nevertheless, never was a Council so august, nor assembly
so honourable as that of which we speak, which would be
composed of ambassadors of all the monarchs and Sovereign
republics who will be trustees and hostages of public peace.
And the better to authorize it, all the said Princes will swear
to hold as inviolable law whatever should be ordained by the
majority of votes in the said assembly, and to pursue with
arms those who would wish to oppose it. This Company
therefore wrould judge the disputes which would arise not
only about precedence but about other things, would main-
tain the ones and the others in good understanding; would
meet discontents half-way and would appease them by gentle
means, if it could be done, or in case of necessity by force/

Evidently, says Butler, Cruce 'had a firm grasp of the prin-
ciple that it must not merely be the function of a League of
Nations to adjudicate upon disputes, but rather to foresee and
dissipate the causes of hostility.'1 In another respect Cruce
showed wise foresight. He realized that world conditions were
not static but dynamic. 'We do not yet know all the countries
of the habitable earth. . . . Nothing can preserve an empire,

1 G. Butler: Studies in Statecraft (Cambridge, 1920), p. 102.